
Rogation Sunday 

My dear Friends, 

I remember one sunny warm May when I was a teenager visiting Oxford with my parents. We had gone 
to see my sister who was an undergraduate there at the time. These regular visits always entailed a 
walk around the ancient city exploring new sights and historic buildings. On this particular occasion as 
we strolled along we saw a priest with some servers, choristers and lay members of the congregation 
processing through the streets. They were carrying bamboo canes and were hitting the pavement as 
they went along. It was my first experience of witnessing the old practice of ‘beating the bounds’. Such 
observations have been made for centuries in the church. For a while they were suppressed in the 
turbulent Tudor times, but Queen Elizabeth 1 in 1559 ordered that perambulations of the parish should 
take place at Rogationtide. Contemporary and subsequent editions of the Prayer Book designated 
these observations as ‘Days of Fasting and Abstinence’. 

Such customs have survived more in rural parishes as the beating of the bounds was a way of making 
sure everyone knew where one parish began and another one ended. This had economic and 
agricultural consequences as the Parson’s glebe and individual landowner’s property had to be 
preserved for their benefit. The Prayers of Rogationtide mainly ask for God’s blessing on the lands and 
on the newly sown crops, praying for seasonable weather, rain and sun as needed for the fruitfulness 
of the countryside. (Rogationtide coming from the Latin rogare meaning to ask). Clergy still in some 
country parishes today hold open air services at this season and remind us of our dependence on the 
generosity of God in providing for us the food we require for nourishment and health.  

I would not suggest we begin beating the bounds of our parish, our boundaries are rather dangerous 
for pedestrians as they include the centre of Southern Way, Newport Rd and City Rd. However our 
prayers will be offered in Church for those who work on the land and we will ask gratefully for our 
Lord’s bountiful gifts of nature. Through all the difficulties of the past year or so we have been 
fortunate in this country that our food has been produced for us. We have not known the pain of 
hunger or famine that some of our sisters and brothers in other parts of the world experience daily. 
We have been given so much which should encourage us to be generous.  

This is a vital message for us to receive and share and particularly important as we begin Christian Aid 
Week. Normally at this time we go around our parishes collecting money from our neighbours, door 
to door. This year again that is not possible but there will be cash collections in Church, envelopes 
available for Gift Aided donations and others may give online or send cheques. All our Scripture 
readings this week (from Acts, the Epistle and Gospel of John) speak of God’s love for us, his love for 
Jesus and how we should love each other. “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you; abide in 
my love.” Jesus calls us his friends not his servants and urges us to share that love with all people. 
Rogationtide recalls the generosity of God providing for our needs, Christian Aid Week calls us to 
recognise our responsibility and our joyful duty to share in a tangible way that love and those gifts with 
all our friends in the human family.  

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


